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THE reader will take notice that 


the x;88T of the following Sermons 
was more particularly addreſſed ro, 
and intended rox, the uſe of the 


members and friends who conſtitute 5 


the New Jeruſalem ſociety, or church. 


The ornRHR Sermon was delivered in 
the evening, and deſigned for the be- 

vefit not only of ſerious chriſtians of 

whatever denomination, but alſo for 
the more unprepared, thoughtleſs, 
W and bs cs characters. | 


Sad as theſe a have = 
little in them of peculiar doctrines or 
ſentiments, but rather apply to the 
HEART and Lies, fo the author is in- 
clined to believe they will be accept: 
able to moſt denominations of chriſ- 

tians; 
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PREFACE. -. 


tians; and, if ſeriouſly read and ob- 


ſerved, prove of real, religious, and 


everlaſting advantage to every ſuch 


is the ſincere and ar- 


reader; which 
dent wiſh of 
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N. B. At the end of the laſt Sermon, a 
ſhort Poem, adapted to the ſubjeft, was de- 
which Poem is now inſerted. 
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PSALM nxt 15. 


MY TIMES ARE IN Tay HAND. 
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My Barrunzx, 


As you are profeſtedly ri in the 
beſt ind moſt glorious cauſe, it is poſſible for man 


to be engaged in; namely, the Causk or RELI- 
oo: ſo it muſt reaſonably be concluded, that 


you are not indifferent tu, or unconcerned about the 


timos, the days, or years allotted you in this world. 


And as I truſt you wiſh to improve all the bleſ- 


ſings you enjoy on earth, ſo among the reſt of 
thoſe bleſſings, you are particularly careful to im- 
prove your T1Me while on earth. And as, through 


the abounding goodneſs of our moſt kind and gra- : 
cious Lord, you are permitted to ſee the beginning 


of a new year; I feel it my duty, as well as my 
inclination, to lay a few ſerious thoughts before you 


through the remainder of thoſe days you have to 


live below. But although 1 do not ſuppoſe you | 


are indifferent or inattentive to your time here, yet, 


8 | * EF; | I will | 


— 
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| 1 
f will not imagine that you are over anxious about 
the LENGTH of it, or when it Hall end; whether 
— or later; but rather, that you are perfectly 
reſigned i in this caſe, to the good pleaſure and wiſe 


diſpoſing Providence of your heavenly Father; 


who certainly knows 3%, and onLy ENO WS, how 
long or bow ſhort our days cuget to be. 


There 3 is a certain doftiine 3 in our 


text, which I ſhall firſt endeavour to exemplify 


and open, and then offer ſome ſuitable ferences 


| from it. 


The deFrine or truth contained in the text, is, 


that „ our times are in the Lord's hand,” This 


we ſhall find true, both in the /iteral and ſpiritual 
ſenſe of the words. And firſt, as to the /iteral 
ſenſe. Our times, our days, are in his hand; both 


as to WHAT EVENTS ſhall take place in them, and 
how lang or ſhort they ſhall. be. As to the events 
which ſhall vate place theſe may be conſidered in 


reſpect to the Divine Providence, both oENERAL Lx 
and paRTIcuLARLVY. Firſt, Generally, The pro- 


vidence of the Lord our God is extended to al! 


men, and to all things for that being who orders 


' GENERALS, fits at the helm of the univerſe, moves 
and directs the grand ſprings of the boundleſs 
whole, and ſuperintends all exiſtence ; orders alſo 
the particulars and: Jingulars of which thoſe gene- 
rals are compoſed ; is ever preſent in all his works 
and with all his creatures; fo that there is no- 


Hung 


Tl 


ini but what is ; under the direction of his pro- 
vidence, either by order, appointment, « or Pere. 
| miſſion.” | 


But I am not 40 0550 to dats of Divine Pro- 


vidence in its univerſal and particular operations, 


with reſpect to mankind, and the ivorld at large. 


I am addreſſing you who are, I truſt, his peculiar = 
people, the members of his new church, the ſub- 


jects of his kingdom in the heavens. - Over ſuch, 


there is a PECULIAR and PARTICULAR providence ; 


and for this obvious reaſon, namely, that ſuch 


| perſons. have given themſelves up, in a particu- Ea 


lar manner to bis care, and look up to him, as 


children to a parent. Hence it is ſaid, The 


ſteps of a good man, are ordered by the Lord, 


and he delighterh in his way. ” Pl XXXVII, 2 
The events, therefore, which take place with 


fach characters, are in the Lord's hand; even 
the moſt external and temporal ones —if they are 


pr ofper ous and pleaſing, they are defigned to an- 
ſwer ſome uſeful and ſalutary purpoſe; if they 


are adverſe and afflifing, they are permitted, to 


bring about ſome wiſe end, and to promote the 


well being of the ſoul. And as every perſon in | 
the Lord's church ſtands in that part of the grand 
man, to which he is beſt ſuited ; ſo likewiſe, while 


he is in this world, he ſtands in that ſituation of 


life, and moves in that ſphere which is beſt cal- | 


culated, for his usk in the community or general 
body, AY for his own real good. 
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80 chat if you are the Lord: s, or of his church, 


| hater you are poor or rich, in proſperity or ad- 


verfity—whether. you move in an exalted; or an 
humble ſphere of life; you may aſſure yourſelves, 5 
that your fate, and every event relative thereto, | 
are in the Lord's hand, are the BEST for your- 


ſelves, and will RE work for een real and 


5 n 1 


I joſt "Is theſe” 1 mur you may be 


6 perfectly reſigned to the diſpoſal of all things in 


the preſent life ; ſubmiſſive to the divine will; 


patient and contented in every ſtate; conſidering 


that the particular Providence of your heavenly 


- Father is in and over all theſe things, and that he | 
is ordering every, the wor F event, for 7 +29 | 


real advantage, 


5 But, Wood, Our times are in e c hand 
alſo. I mean LTrERALTLVY so. That is, the days 
or years we ſhall live in this world. How long, 
or how ſhort they ſhall be: M ben, how, and by 


| what means they ſhall end. All this is in the hand 


of the Lord : And are you not moſt ſatisfied that 
it ſhould be ſo? Into whoſe hand would you 
commit your days, your time on earth, but into 
Hts hand ? Is he not your Farnts, infinitely wiſe, 
good, and kind towards you? Does he not know 
beſt, how long or how ſhort your ſtay here ſhould 
be? Is he not beſt acquainted with your ſtates, 


and when you are fit to be called away into ano- 


ther 


8 nnr 
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ther and better world? ? Would you not much 8 
rather, if you had your choice, have your time | 
in his hand, than in your own hands ? Surely you 
would. Let us rejoice, let us bleſs his name, that 
our time, and all things belonging to us, are in the 
hand of our moſt * n and —_— 


father! e 1 8 


Men of the world, the wicked and unprepared, 
would, no doubt, like to take the government out 
of God's hand, into their own; to have the order 

ing of all events for themſelves; to live Juſt as = 
long as they pleaſe: although in fo doing, they 
would increaſe their own ſorrows, and double their | 
hell at laſt, | Vb e | 


But not fo the chriſtian mind, the regenerate 
man. Not ſo with us, I hope. No. I rejoice, | 

and I truſt you rejoice, that all external natural | 
events, with time and death, are in the hand of our 
5 heavenly Father, and in his only! | 


But, ſecondly, As to the bine fenſs of theſe i 
words, “My times are in thy hand.” By Times, ; 
in the LITERAL. ſenſe, are ſignified STATES, in the A 
58 ſpiritual ſenſe. Tr will not comport with my pre- | 1 
| | ſent deſign to qwell long upon this ſubject, but 4 
J would briefly obſerve, that by ſpiritual ſcates, are j 
| included, all thoſe circumſtances, both internal and — 
external, which reſpect your regeneration, and final 

happineſs in heaven. Now all theſe ſtates are in 

the Lord's hand, as LOS are ordered by him; as 

1 EE | 
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4 are directed by him; and as you are pre. 
ſerved in them, and through them * him. 


Firſt, They are all ordered by bim: your ex- 
ternal ſpiritual ſtates, chiefly by his holy word: 
In which, particular rules and Jaws are given, 
| ſuited to thoſe ſtates :—your internal ſtates, chiefly 
by his divine love and wiſdom, or holy ſpirit. 
They are DIRECTED by the Lord as to their nature, 
number, quality, and ſeaſons, of tak ing place. And 


you are preſerved in them, and ThROVOH them, 


by his divine power and goodneſs. All this (and 
indeed much more) is implied and ſignified by, the 
words, tc My times are in thy hand. 


ES Go will therefore, reaſonably. 3 from 5 
hence, that your Lord, who is your Redeemer, 


and heavenly Father, xxows all the ſtates through 


which you paſs in this life. And fo far as you are | 
faithful to him, this confideration will afford you 


much conſolation, and comfort. You will recol- 
lect in every trying ſituation, whether ſpiritual oo 
temporal, that Tas is known to your God, ordered 


or permitted, to anſwer ſome good purpoſe, ſome be- 


neficial end to your ſouls; and therefore, you will 


cheerfully ſuſtain that 2ria/, and paſs through the | 


 fituation with confidence, and faith? you will con- 


ſider that the Lord's particular providence is over 


all your path; that nothing can take place but 
by his order or permiſſion ; ; and that every ſtate 
and circumſtance in life, is deſigned for a certain 
end, * end | is your A from every evit 
5 ove 


| ; 11 ] 
love and praftite, and final happineſs when time 
is over. Therefore, under the moſt ſevere conflicts 


of mind, internal temptations, or external calamities, 


| you will be ſupported by the conſideration, that 
theſe are under rhe direction, and ſuperintendence 


of the Lord, and will, (/ long, and ſo ſurely as 
you confide in, and obey him) promote your re- 


generation, and further you in that way which 
2 8 to immortality and heaven. 


| Your times being 1 in the Lord's hand, you 
will ſee that you are the daily and conſtant objects 


| of his peculiar care, and fatherly goodneſs, from 
If zo laft. From the firſt moments of your re- 


generation, to the happy hour when du enter the 
New Heavens, and for ever. > 


Having. made theſe W upon the truth 
taught us in the text: and hereby ſecing that the 
real chriſtian, the ſpiritual mind, is in the hand 
of the Lord, with all his /imes and Hates, internal 


and external, temporal and ſpiritual: We now 


proceed to offer a few ſerwas directions relative to 
our conduct, while we are permitted to remain in 
this world, and life. 


My brethren, I am addreſii ing you, who hard | 
turned from the evil of your ways, who have be- 
| Hieved on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, have ſet your 
hand to the goſpel plough, and who are ſpiritual 
men and women, candidates for the kingdom of 


your God in the heavens. 7 


Now 


- * * 


0 
rr 


1m 4 
Now as all your times and ſtates are in the 
Lord's hand, and as you are the particular objects 


of his goodneſs and mercy; it ſeems reaſonable 
that we furrender ourſelves entirely up to the Lord, 


as his children, depending upon him for all things, 


both temporal and ſpiritual, in the way of a dutiful 
obedience to his will. May we not depend upon 
a parent, a kind parent, a divine parent, for all we 
want to do us good and make us happy? What 
is there that ſuch a God can or will withhold from 


his dutiful and beloved children? And if we repoſe 


this confidence and truſt in the Lord, will it not 
remove from our minds that anxiety, care, and diſ- 
quietude which we are ſo much prone to, and which 


render life ſo very uncomfortable? Does not our 


Lord require this of us, when he ſays, Take no 


thought for the morrow, what ye ſhall eat, or what 
ye ſhall drink, and fo on, for your heavenly Fa- 
ther knoweth that ye have need of all theſe things: 


Which is juſt as much as to ſay, If ye truſt in him, 


and obey him, he will provide for you all you want, | 
without your * care and anxiety. 


| Cannot you look back, and recollect how many 


_ circumſtances have taken place, which to you, at 
the time, appeared diſagreeable, affliftive, and yet 
that they have been neceſſary for you, of % to you, 


and that the particular providence of the Lord was | 
in and over them ? And as he is till leading you 


through this world and time, in that way which is 
beſt, and which will moſt promote your Purifica- 8 


tion, 


— : * / 


2 . 
tion, advance your ſpiritual ſtates, and fit you for 
ſuperior happineſs and glory in the world to come: 
as you Know this, is it not your duty, and your in- 
tereſt, to paſs. on your way, depending upon the 


Lord, without diſquietude and fear? Your times, 


your fates, and all your concerns, are in his hand; 
and is not that enough! ? May you not reſt ſatis- 
1 ? Certainly you may, and ought. 


But ſecondly, As you 1 no reaſon to be 
anxiouſly concerned about your ſtates, or what may 


take place with you while in this world; and while 
your dependence and truſt is in the Lord; there- 


fore, I ſhall offer the following obſervations to you 
future regard and attention. | 


| Firſt, It ſeems highly incumbent upon you, 


from the above conſiderations, that through the 


remaining part of your time here, you maintain a 
 fleady fortitude and firmneſs of mind, in all the ſtates 


through which you may have to paſs : that you be not 


elated with proſperity ; bowed down by adverſity; 


ſink in the hour of trial; or yield in the day of 
temptation : remembering that whatever your ſitu- 


ation is, it is but of /hort duration; is intended to 


anſwer ſome good end, as to your ſouls ; that you | 


are peculiarly in the Lord's hand, and his parucu- 
lar ö is over you. 


But, ſecondly, you will & well | to conlidir whit 


is the grand and eſſential buſineſs you have to diſ- 


charge while you are in this world :—And that is, 


to 
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E's} 


to N for another. For this end, time is given 


And as this is the chief work, upon which 
8 eternal welfare depends, ſo let it be the chief 


object of your care and attention in future. I would 


hope you have not been alrogether inattentive to it 
the year paſt. But if you look back, if you ſeri- 
ouſly reflect, will you not have reaſon to own that 
you might have been MoRE ATTENTIVE tO it? 
Have you been as diligent, active, and careful, in 
the concerns of eternity, and your advancement in 
the regenerate heavenly life, as you have been in 
the concerns of this world, and your temporal oc- 


cupations? Perhaps, upon recollection, you will 
find that you have been attentive to worldly things; 
have not thrown away your time; have improved 
your ſituations in life; haye been diligent in buſi- 
neſs.—It is well: you have Been uſeful; you have 


acted : your par t among men; been a profitable | i 


member of the community. But, have you been 
equally fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord ? Have 


you as diligently improved every ſeaſon you had 
power to enjoy, in the improvement of your ſouls, 
in wiſdom, love, and righteouſneſs; in laying up 
treaſures in heaven; and in preparing for that bet- 


ter and eternal world? Have there been no ſeaſons 
neglected this year paſt, in which you might have 
read the holy word—ſought the Lord in prayer— 


elevated your minds by meditation, and religious 


converſe ? Have you neglected no opportunity for 


religious worſhip, when you might and could have 


Have | 


1.63 


Hrs not pleaſure, recreation, or worldly things, 


kept you from the houſe and worſhip of the Lord, 


at the very time the Lord's worſhip ſhould have 


kept you from all worldly things? Have you at- 
tended divine ordinances, fat down at the Lord's 


table, and engaged in every religious work this laſt 


year, juſt as conſtantly and as often as you COULD: 


| AND OUGHT to have done? 


Examine ate upon theſe things, my 


brethren; and if you have been deficient in any. 


of theſe articles, remember that ſo far you have 


been diſobedient to the Lord - unfaithful to your EH 
ſouls beſt intereſt—and have waſted part of that 
time the Lord gave you for much better purpoſes... 


And take particular care, that you do not act in 
the ſame imprudent, nay, may I not ſay, Jinful man- 
ner, this year now before you: for very likely, it 
may be the laſt you will have for ever. Let me 
intreat you then, to begin this year juſt in that 


manner which God and your own conſcience tell 
you to do: juſt in that way which will the moſt 


; promote your regeneration and final happineſs: 
that is, by keeping the world and all its concerns, 


in their due place ; and by a faithful diſcharge of, 
and regular attention 0, all the duties of religion, 
both public and private, with all the means of divine 
mercy, which the Lord hath commanded and ap- 
pointed, for the proſperity, peace, and glory of your. 
' fouls. By ſo doing, you will be no leſs u/eful in 
life — no leſs 3 in life—no leſs happy in 


life 
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life but probably nuch more ſo. Now, upon con- 


dition that you Have acted in this manner, in one 


goed meaſure, and that you will faithfully ſo aft} in 
we; then I would, os * | 


| Thirdly, Avid» that you give yourſelves no 
toncern about times, or time; that is, leave al} 
your ſtates to the wiſe diſpoſal and direction of the 


Lord. They are in his hand, and he will order 
them all for you, both temporal and ſpiritual. And 
as to time, how long or how ſhort—how many years 
you ſhall live, or how few—whether you ſhall leave 


the world this year, or twenty years hence, give 
yourſelves no concern about whatever. Learn to 
hve in /aes, rather than time; in ſtates of love, faith, 


' ebarity, and holineſs, What is it to you, or to me, 
when the Lord ſhall call us away? Nothing at all. 
We have not any thing to do with it. All we have 


to do is to be in waiting to be ready; and then 


5 we ſhall aſſuredly go in the proper hour —for the 


Loxp' S TIME is the RIGHT TIME. 


My "RE if you will live as 1 have now 
adviſed, you will be quite reſigned and eaſy about 
your change; if anxious at all, it will be zo go, 
rather than ſtay : but it is beſt to leave it altogether 
to the Lord alone. Now J want you to ſtand in 
this ſtate, to be in no fear, anxiety, or concern 
about living or dying—and I xnow you may be 
ſo, Be $pirITVLaAL, be CELESTIAL MINDS, love and 
obey the Lord. Begin this year, my brethren, not 


only LIXE CHRISTIANS, but like New CHURCH 
| CHRISTIANS. 


4 1 


CHRISTIANS. Be men and women of love, cla- 


rity, piety, and virtue, proportioned to the peculiar 


7/7 ngs, the eftoniſhing mercies, the wonderful vouch- 
| fafements, | and the ſublime 4 iſcoveries. now made 


known to you from the Lord your God. It i is 


high time for us to renew our zeal, trim our lamps, 


and go forth with bright light, and ardent love, to 


meet our heavenly bridegroom. And for your 


25 encouragement ſo to do, permit me, in the laſt 8 
Place, to remind you of that reward you have 1 


fore you. Soon our work will be done, our ſtates 


| below .completed, perhaps 1 this Dear. happy for us 


if it be! Then we ſhall—What ? Die! No.— 


Only lay theſe bodies down—leave this world, and 


time—for what? ? F or beaven and eternity 7 


You know, my 88 that you ſhall live, Ky 
men and women in form and ſtate more perfect 5 


than you do now; and that upon your faithful 


improvement of your time and your mercies, you 


will be angels in the new heavens, meet your 
brethren, receive your reward, and dwell in the 


heat and light of the Lord, as your divine ſun, for 
e and ever. Theſe things, and many more, re- 
ſpecting your ſtate after time is over, you are ac- 


quainted with: and you alſo know, as well as I can 
tell you, that nothing leſs than a life of religion, righ- 
teouſneſs and virtue here, from pure principles of 
love, charity, and faith, can admit you into heaven, 


fit you for it, or qualify you to enjoy its felicity and 


glory. N as theſe things are known to you, as 
B Fon, time 


— — EI 


; 
\y 
; 
2 
* 
0 
4 


- 
« 
+ 

\ 
$ 
7 

; 

: 

1 

t 


_ of —_ ite 603 0134 gn 


„ 


times fo very mort and uncertain, and bur reward 


ſo infinicely great, glorious, and eternal; I do in- 
treat you, moſt earneſtly and affeftimately, to begin | 


this year as the living members of the Lord's new 
church, as the ſubjects of his new heavens !—That 
you will eject and refrain from every evil ; in heart 
and life, in temper and diſpaſitibn, in word and deed ; 


that you will diligently and faithfully attend to every | 


+; ys a9 rh and religion; and ſo endedvour to 4 


i all things, that you maß ſet a good ex- 
ae Ge/ the protection and care of the Lord, 


and improve your own ſpiritual ſtates that at the 


cloſe of this year you miay be able to look back with 
fatisfaction and pleaſure, Knowing that your time has 


been well improved,'your regeneration advaited; and 
that you are not only nearer lo, but better prepared 


for that important hour, when tine ſhalt md; and 


| eternity Begin And may we all, from this very 


morning; , Unite our hearts and our bande bo TO WALk 


5 ARD LivE; under the Lord's aſſiſtance! Then dur 


times will be in his hand, our days will Be well iin 


proved, death will be welcome, our end' Peace, we 
mall joyful riſe to glory and immor tality; andi, in the 
ne heavens of our only Lord God arid Saviour, 


we ſhall live together in felicity, happinefs and ks. 


hour, abounding and ddl 1 the endlef | 
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PSALM xxxix. 4, 5 


| Lord, make me to know mine end, and the meaſure of my days, what 

it is, that I may know how frail I am, Behold thou haſt made my 

days as an hand-breadth, and mine age is as nothing before thee ; 
verily, every man at his beſt ſtate, is altogether vanity.., ,, _ 


4 : 
;*% , 4 — 
* 
3 * 
. 


TE priyer which Devid offers" üp to 
the Lord, as in our text, is, I fear, not very fre- 
— adopted by mankind in our day. Since 
avid's time, it ſeems that a wonderful change has 
taken place in the world ;—THEN, rulers, princes, 
great men, could pray to God; ſet examples of | 
pDiety and true religion; be the rIRST to diſcourage 4 
vice, immorality, and fin; to promote goodneſs, | 
virtue, and found morals, - The lower. claſſes of 
men were excited to religion and orderly conduct, | 
not ſo much by the laws which governors, lords, + 
and nobles made, as by. the ExamPeLE of ſuch great 
and honourable characters. But alas! where ſhall 4 
we find fuch examples now ? No doubt there may 
. be: ſome few individuals, even among the great, 
and noble, who both pray to Gad, and live good 
lives. But where there is one ſuch worthy good 
man among them, ſhall I ſay there are a hundred, 
a thtuſand, who are not ſuch? No! I will leave 
that co God and their oyn conſciences, and only ay, 
OB © 53 > that 


4:6 


—— — . — 


— — neat Be — 
* 188, > D, rr e 


7 wn 197 es 
— * _ 
„ * 


— — en a — — . — — 
— .. — —ͤb( 


4 1 
that where there is one ſuch good and pious man 
among the great, and rich, and noble, I with moſt 
ſincerely there were a' thouſand. It reformation 
began there, and real religion extended its divine in- 
fluence through the higher circles of life, the 


lower orders of men would imitate their example, 


be animated by the ſame ſpirit, and pure chriſ- 
tianity would __ bleſs and make ha ppy our 


You will . in 1 great and ped king 


of Ifrael, that he not only prays to God that he 


may know his end, the meaſure of his days, and 
how frail he is; but he alſo acknowledgeth that his 


days were as an hand- breadth, his age as nothing be- 
fore the Lord, and that every man, at his beſt ſtate, 


is altogetber vanity—Very bumiliating conſſderations, 
but. very true cnc] And well would it be for us 


4 if chey had their proper regt upon our minds. 


You know, my friends, we have juſt witneſſed f 
the cloſe of another year, and are entered upon a 
new one. At ſuch a ſeafan as this, therefore, the 


words of our text appear peculiarly. applicable; and 


an attention to them of high importance. We 


mall firſt confider the confeſiun made by the inſpir- 5 


ed penman, and then the prayer he offers up ta 
the Lord. And as theſe are ſubjects in Which 
every one of you are dceply and peculiarly intereſt- 
ed, whether you are gung or old, male or female, 
rich or. poor, healthy or infirm ; ſo I do hope you 
will do me, or 1 —_ _ mur s 80 "ge 
and ns altevtian. 

ere are two ſabj died Abts in \"the fifth 
WP of the pſalm; this firſt Is, 3b # ſhortneſs" und un. 
cerjainty of our life-—=: The han made my days a | 

an 

PI 


you now preſent have probably ſe 


„ b 
an hand- breadth, and wy! age is & od be. | 
fore IO! FS. awe FH 105-368 


The ſecond ſubject 3 is he vanit 5 e a ve 
rily, every. man at his beſt fate, is altogerher vanity. 25 


As to the firſt ſubject, tiamiely; che ſoortiie 7 ai 
uncertainty of our life, one would ſuppoſe oh an 
mult not only know, bur alſo ſertoufly reflect upon, 
and iſcly improve to the beſt of purpoſes, the little 
time allotted bur in this world But, alas! this is 
not the caſe.” As t the ſhott period ôf our exiſt- | 
ence here, you cannot ſurely want to be reminded of. 
What are Hfty, fixty, or frveny years ? Compata- 
tively as an ' band-breadtÞ, as à moment, as a mert 
point of time, gone as ſoon as it 2 ! Many of 

en fifty or ſixty 
years L. ook back! How fbort they ſeem-—how 
ſoon they have paſſed away. — Take out of them 
the years of infaney and youth the time you 
have ſlept—the hours ſpent in eating and drink- 
ing the ſeaſons devoted to pleaſure, idleneſs, and 
vanity-—and what remains? Hardly ten years out 


of the fifty have been uſefully employed | With 


what propriety then may it be faid, that our days 
are as an hand- brtadib, that they are as nothing be- 
ſore that eternal Jehovat, to re a thouſand 

hy gs are but as one day. i | 


Fut, my chriſtian hearers, there is another cir- 
cumſtanee we ought equally to conſider, and that 
is, our days are as uncertain as they are Hort, and 
quict in paſſing away. Some of you are now 

alive at fifty or ſixty, but how many thoufands in 


the ſpace of your ſhort life, have been born, flou- 


riſhed a while, and are gone from time into eternity! 


ros Rv lived to fee 2 cloſe of the laſt year, 
” | 8 -: - alk 


1 22 1 


but how many have cloſed their eyes in death 


within the laſt twelve months! What vaſt num- 
bers, even in this land, of infants, youth, and aged, 


have been cut off by affliction, accident, and miſ- 


fortune. How many thouſands of our countrymen 
have periſhed in diſtant climes—fallen in the field 


of battle. What vaſt numbers have felt the fury 


of conflicting elements, upon the wide- extended 
ocean — expoſed to all the dreadful horrors of the 


moſt impetuous ſtorms, in ſome ſhattered veſſels, 


which, unable to weather the furious, wind and 
waves any longer, have ſunk down into the fathom- 


leſs deep; and hundreds, and thouſands, of our 


poor fellow creatures (men, women, and children) 


Look around you, my friends, eſtimate the 
millions that inexorable death hath cut down. within 


the year paſt, and you will be conſtrained to own 


how ſhort. and how uncertain our life on earth. But 
look vewaRp-too, and adore that infinitely. merci- 


ful Jehovah, who, amidſt all the dangers, calami- 


ties, and-vici/itudes' of time, has ſpared yous lives, 
given you to ſee the beginning of another year, 
and is loading vou with bleſſings; crowning your 


days with goodneſs and mercy. Reaſon thus with 


yourſelves—; Why have I been ſpared another | 


year? What have ] done, more than others, to 


deſerve ſuch a favour? Have I devoted even this 
laſt year to ſolid wiſdom, and genuine virtue? Have 
I lived worthy the divine goodneſs, by improving 
his favours—obeying his laws ? Have I ſo number- 


ed my days as to apply my heart to wiſdom—pre- 


pare for the dying hour—and, ſtand ready for my 


change? If I have not ſo done, why hath, God 
ſpared ME, while ſo. many thouſands have been 


called away?“ He hath ſpared thee in unmerited 
EE: * Ein mercy, 


. 23 1 
: mercy, that, by giving thee a little more time, thou 
mayeſt now prepare for à better world and ſtate, 
before thou art taken from this. Adore the long- 
ſuffering goodneſs and forbearance of thy God—be 
wiſe to-day,” and abuſe his compaſſion no longer! - 
Behold, thy, days are as an. hand 575555 and thy 
age is as _nqthing before him. is paſſed away 
like a ſhadow, and is gone —it is bär as a Point, a 
moment—it is loſt in the immenſity ol: eternity, and 
is — for ever! 


But, ſecondly, It is aid, verily, every man at 
his BEST STATE, is ALTOGETHER VANITY..: The 
Meaning, F conceive, to be this, namely, that what- 
ever.is-the-ſtate of man, with reſpect to the preſent 
life, it is, when compared with eternity, and the 
concerns of the world to come, no better than MERE 
- VANITY,—EMPTY,——UNSUBSTANTIAL,—and. i UNSA- 
TISFYING.. We will, in a few inſtances, exemplify 
55 doctrine. And may: ou apply” it to N on 

ates's | JF 


"Firſt, We will pak Ho are ſome young. W0- 
men, and young men, in all the vigor, firength, and 
beauty of nature. Lively, alt ive, and healthy; they 
are in their 2% fate as to bodily and natural . life. 
One . proud of their beauty, —another, fond 
of their aZivity—anather, boaſting in his frongth— 
and another, rejoicing in his bealth and pirils. And 
are theſe, in this their BEST ſtate, 'ALTOGETHER va- 
nit)? Is it quite a vain thing for ithem to place any 
confidence, in, or dependence upon this THEIR BEST 
Nate, i even for A year, a month; or a day? Ves; ere 
to-morrow ni ni ht, the beauty of that fair form, may 
fade—a U ifeleſs 5 corpſe appear! The vigorous nerves 
of that young man may be unſtrung, and perfect 
W all fl Rrength.. That man on whoſe face 
| HE B EE” _ * bealth 


bs who have obainedthe zenith of ii 


4) 7 


. 


L Ade of a cheir . h, and lie 3 . 


upon the bed of pain-: or, as the Poet , 5 


% The body bon muſt Mb! 
The mortal frame decay; 1 
And thoſe now. active limbs of mine, 
Lie n, ring 1 in the 1 


"Theſe a are alli, Abe, truths, which you — | 
Au ſhould very ſeriouſly conſider. And as ſuch 


is your Brsr ſtate.; if even in THIS, you are AL To- 


GETHER VanITY—have NO CERTAINTY of beauty, 
ſtrength, health; or fe pray what confidence can 
you place in your youth or manhood? What de- 


mc] can you have upon your juvenile years? 
one at all! Vou are juſt as uncertain of health 


or life, and may be as near the grave, as the man of 


ſeventy years. © Man in his BEST n is Al- 
TOGETHER vanity.” & eat Qs 147 


a . # 


But, candy, this WAY is expe in whole | 
as to 0 1/dom, 

Experience, : nd «/efulne/s. To. day, they may be buſy 
in the world—executing well-laid plans employ- 
ing their knowledge and experience for the benefit 
4 mankind ful, in an active and honorable 


ſphere of life :—in their 5587, their nichfsx, and 


MOST SERVICEABLE STATE : And alas! To-MOR- 
ROW, yea, BEFORE {0-morrow arrives, their wiſdom 
may be loſt—their intelfectual faculties impaired— 


: their — at an end, and their poor bodies 


e agonies of death! But we do not 


. expiring Ota 
only a ſert that it MERELY MAY BE $0; We are well 


alfured 


One man; white he is employing all his titrie Ant 


muck worm, to be trodden on by devils! And 
thus, my friends, you ſee the truth of our text con- 


firmed, “ Verily, every man at his BEST STATE, is 


At.TOGETAER vanity.” So ort, fo ancertuin, are 
all chings kiere ! every enjoyment; every Meſſing! - 

every beloved object of this world and life. 18 
Now, if our time is ſo ſhort, our days as an 


: 


| had-breadth, and our age is nothing before the 


®:. * my - 0 
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„„ STH 0H-116977 C33 360: P1477 en 


_ to: ö have you, red to 


ſtate after the death of the 0 
ſpared us for, but that we might know aur end, 
and prepare for its approach? And if we have not 


L 46 } 


Lord if youth, beauty, Rrengrh and health, 


wiſdom, experience, and uſefulneſs, honor, riches, 


and age, argzall in their, Bxsr ſtate mere vanity— 


ALTOGETHER, VANITY=Mlaft as it were but, a, mo- 


ment) and then. vaniſh, away and are no; more;— 
how:.ymportant is the prayer of our text; namely, 


« Lard, make me to know mine end, and the mea- 


ſure of, my. days, what it is, that I may know, how, 
frail'I am“ Here, are three ideas. ſuggeſted in 


171117 


this prayer: the firſt is, that we may know our end, 

not when it will take place, but WII ar TNA T. END 
4 2 _ 134 5 ; C35 G64 4 4 £ + TY TS {} * b 

WILL.BE 2. Second, That we mäy know the, Mza- 


Sukx of Our days; that is, not HOW, MANY We fhall 


> #] 1 A 4 PET BY $3254 5 hw 
enjoy on earth, but the meaſure we are ig All up, 


or THAT, WORK WHICH, WE ARE 20 o i Tit; 
And, idly, hat ws may; 099 Na HEAR We 
24 ö v 1 1d th frat 5 
of, H rent Hate, we may be Ever Prepared to 
leave iti and enter into a mpre permanent and bappy | 


PF oli £ 0 ei tt) oils mas 01 155 
: | 20 Zone , 
Firſt, then, have you ever jprayechto.the Lord 


nom knom hat your end will be, when your few 


uncertain days are over Over they will be very 
ſgon, that is certain; and over they may be this 
week ; ſuppoſe this ſhould, be the caſe. with, you, 


don't you u know what your end would then be? 


Are you quite at uncertainty, about, an event ſo in- 


finitely important? If you are, /erzous. and awful is 
your ſituation. And I muſt. tell you, that whether 


you have. lived twenty, fifty, or ſeventy years, you | 


have lived to yery, little purpoſe, indeed, if you 


underſtand not what your end dil be, or what your 
2 + What hath God 


wow Aa. 6 


done 


— nnr ———_—— —— 


SH 
done this, what ingratitude and folly have we been 
_. guilty of? What! ſhall we, who are immortal. who 
are to live for ever in another world—we.-who. are 
chriſtians, with the bible in our hand, and the. God. 
of heaven ready to teach us, ſhall we live. twenty, 
forty, or fifty years in the world like the,.beaſts, 
| flave and'toil, eat, drink, and {leep,, immerſe our 


have abuſed the long-ſuffering, mercy, and forbear- 


tw) 


| years i m ihe world; and you do not riow know to 
Str end will Beat not prepared for a blefled' an! 
happy eternity ; do give the leave te iatreat you, 
to Beg of yon, that you will now pray to the Lord 
#6 teach yon, that he will give you to know your end 

the meaſure of Joh” Zays ; that yo may apply 
your heart 7s wwiſfom and that, if you Thovld be 
ſpared zbrvayh this year, you may be prepared in 

this year, for the end of 71 Fans and an mn 5 


I On ben 2 4 
| "You who. are in 5 your + beſt tar as to bh; : 
128 in yourh, heath got? ſtrength, may, perhaps, 
conclude, it is quite time enough yet, to know tohat 
' YOUR end-<oill be, br to mike axe Preparation for i: 
Bot, I may venture to tell you, without a preten- 
fh 0 f opheſy, that ſome of you ybung people 
ld aré bow in this temple, will henher be Here, 
BY in 757 world, hekr _ ars A Now if any 
dne of your certainly 5 thoulta' be called 
Sway before this ar _— he ot, _ you not with 
to knbwy what your nd would be? Would you not 
. We for your change? Doubtleſs you would. 
Tots 50 The Becauſe you OW Babe £6 
add Prin ts live. My young y_ this is the 
very Feaſt given in our text, viz, My days are as 
” Band,. breadth! as nothing ! You call a year but 
gb i ;—vety true. en years, are but a fer 
dos ; 


d ten tozeks, p perhaps, are all we ſhall en- 
Joy! You youny FAY now in health and firength, 
your days may be as fzw, or fewer than mine! 
You young female, in all the beauty and bloom of 
youth, your days may be as few, as thoſe of that 
aged matron, 'who fits near you! Therefore, it 
deeply concerns you all it concerns you at 2his 
moment, whether you are young or aged, to know _- 
' what your end will be, 10 to prepare for it with- 
dut delay! 5 ones WM 
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EFFECT 


8 1E Þ: 
| The ſecond idea, ſuggeſted in the prayer of pur 
text, is, * that we may know the meaſure of our 
- days;” that is, the meaſure we are to fill up, or that 
work we are to do in this life, The plain obvious 
meaning is this, viz. Lord teach me ta know; what 
Jam t do, how I am to live, in what manner 12 
employ the few days allotted me here, that ſa; I 
may obtain thy favor, and a ſtate of eternal — 
neſs, when my days are ended thus is the e EL 


of the enn 


5 Our time will not allows us to e upon dis 
ſubject now. How you ought to live, what you 
are to believe and do, in order to eternal happineſs 


and honor, are plainly laid befare you in the book 


of divine revelation. To ſtand ready for death. 
and be prepared for eternity, it is requiſite we de- 
part from evil, and do good; that we love the Lords 
and do his will; that we believe his truth, and walk 
in his commandments ; in_ſhact, that We turnigur. 
affections from evil, ſenſual, and-inpare objects, co 
ppiritual, heavenly, and eternal chings; give up gut 
underſtandings to divine wiſdam} and earneſtly fork; 
bor thoſe pleaſures, joys, and felicities, which. are 
| ſuited to an immortal mind; which are pune, iu. 
| _ and eterash, and which only: can man nm 
nappy for ever and ever! 
The third idea ſuggeſted, is, “ ei we may _ 
know how rail we are: that is to ſay, that by 


. underſtanding the frailty of our preſent ſtate, we 


may be ever prepared to leave it, and enter into a 
more permanent and happy one. And, my ſeious 
hearers, if you conſider the wncertainty of life. che 
mortneſs of your days the many calainities - afo 
fictions and pains—misfortunes, troubles, and dif 
e injuries, and accidents 
| 5 wickedneſs, - 


WS” 


| wickidoch; aboininatiobe;: and, finds es, croſſes; 


and” inguistudes.— wars; commotions, and civil diſ- 


orders. Aumily and neighbourly broils—oppreſſion, 
poverty, and injultice—ctuelty, deceit, and guile— 


with. # thouſand other dilagreeable circumſtances, 


toe w Hieb human nature is incident, in this world 
you muſt be convinced, thät the frailty of the pre- 
ſenx ſtate, and of our own natures is ſuch, that it is 
our higheſt intereſt to prepare for leaving it, and to 
ſeek for a more permanent, happy, and glorious on“ 


- where none of theſe ills will be known or felt; but 
where all is peace, pleaſure, joy, friendſhip, har- 


3 and Wrpinek neten, for ever and ever. 

e Bus do conclude, I have laid theſe ou * 
. wo before you, with this view, namely, that 
you may all take. them into ſerious and timely con- 


| fideration, and ſpeedily prepare for the end of your 


life. Þ' know, and y know, life is very uncertain— 


dtauh will ſoon . days are but as a 
pan, à point, a moment. . I know alſo (and I hope 


you do) that there is an eternity will ſucceed to 


_ timie—atr eternity of miſery or happineſs unchange- 


Se chat although! we die as to be doch, we fill | 


hoe as to the 3/oul + Ythat the man who hath ſpent 


his days in vanity, folly; and fin, will ſpend an eter- 
nity in miſery, ſhame, and ſorrow: that the man 
who has turned from evil believed the truth 


loved and obeyed his God—will ſpend: a an _—_ = 


in n jo, honor, feliciy, and mw: FIT 


/Theſe chings, livuft; you all ONS your e con- 
ſelviicts bear. witneſs to the truth of them: And 1 
hive reminded you of them this evening; that ſuch 
of-you- as know your end the work you have to 

| and: are now doing it, may, through this enſu- 
mg yea be . zealous, — in 


on 29325 A | . 3 
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your preparation for death and eternity. And that 
vou (whether young or aged) who have not yet, lo 


end- nor know what it will be —may begin this | 


1 3101 


numbered your days, as to apply your hearts to 
wiſdom have made no real preparation for your 


Fear, with a ſolemn and earneſt return 40 God—your 
dAuly, and your. ſouls welfure; that you-may'confider 
your own frailty the uncertainty of 13 


heavens. 


immediately begin to prepare for a better, an eter- 
nal world and ftate, of happineſs and felicity in the 
CCFFCCCCCCCCCT 6 avkbe 1 


1 - 
* 


I can only offer theſe important ſubjects to your 


conſideration ; if you do not attend to them; the 


blame will be your own, and tlie miſery your own = 
for ever. If you do attend to them, 7 ſhall rejoice + 


I ſhall be happy to meet you in heayen above—to 


"1 


join with you in praiſe to the Lord, for his Jiflnire 


goodneſs and mercy—and ro, live With. you... there, 


in complete friendſhip, love, Felicity, and happineſs, 


through the countleſs ages of a-never-cnding eter- 


- mity ! 95 


af — By, « 
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+ dil 
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RAISE. then your thoughts above, or years, or time, 
Nor ſpend your days in folly, ſin, and crime: _ 
Time flies away with rapid, ſwift, career; 
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And ſoon in yonder worlds your ſouls appear: , \ 


Your beſt eſtate is fraity now be wiſe ; 
Improve your every moment as. it flies. 
My aged friends, whoſe life is in decline, 


our years as many paſs'd, or more than mine 


Be ready —ſtand prepar'd to yield your breath, 
| Your time is Hort, and ſoon will end in death: 


Take the advice the ſolemn charge I give— 


Prepare to die that you may die to live! 


My younger friends —in health and ſtrength array 4— 


Know, beauty, youth, and frength, muſt quickly fade. 
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; manh farm, in zature's lively bloom, 
5 x4 | i A day y—then Withers in the tomb. 
His heal . vigor, and his ſtrength are * 
He bloom n hour, then mingles with the dead! 


That beauteous arm, that lovely pleaſi g. fair, 
Her Parents choicejt A lber, their pride 720 care; 
«Inf nature's ſofteſt hin! [he ſtands r 

By ſriends beloved, and by friends careſs d:: 
Terday, the graces ſparkle in her eye: 8 
zune. lo! ſhe, fchens, Fades, and. e,, Tt 
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Gr aged gung or Beauteau -s uαοH 18 MAN, 
His days a ſhadow, and his life a ſpan. _-+ ge 
8 the infant to the hoary head. 


Are. near th | e gloomy | manſions of the dead. 


rde a wah, days, 95. hows we live, and tot 
id Ja jak far Fg all below: & 
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15 vw ee or, for ever BLESS? D. 
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AX th life's quick-flying ſpan 
2125 5 eternal 1 bliſs of ung 5 — 
| | e iſe 1 Be wiſe - 7 Vour future 5 improve :— — 
Wl Lise well: —ſtand rea ay for you laſt remove i— - - 
| | Shun every' vice: pour ſov'reign Lon obey; 
And walk in pure Religion's pleaſing way: 112 
Then, time may haſten—quick your days may fy,— 
if You'll not regret their ſpeed, nor fear to die. 
5 Your Bodies a can to uſt be giv'n, 
} Pour fouls,” I& led, will Te to Heav'n j— 
>, The ſtreng ay 2 life and joy you'll prove 
Thro' one eternal day of peace and love! 
| 0 may we all; when time is ended, ſhare He 
WF. That due ee and live E there! 
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